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Abstract :This study was conducted between May 2021 to October 2021. A total of
329 specimens were examined out of four different types of fish obtained from the
fish market or from fishermen in the Al-Khums region of Libya. The body surface,
fins, gills and oral cavity of each fish were examined with the help of a dissecting
microscope. Next, samples of the ectoparasite were preserved in 70% ethanol to be
observed under a dissecting microscope. For identification, Gnathia sp. was found in
the oral cavity and gills of these infected fish. In this study the scale parasite Gnathia
sp. was reported in Scorpaena scrofa, Serranus cabrilla, Diplodus vulgaris and
Pagellus erythrinu.
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Fish Species Family NFE | NFI | P% NP Infestation site
(min-max)
Scorpaena scrofa | Scorpaenidae | 71 12 16.9 1-4 he gills filaments
Serranus cabrilla Serranidae 98 27 | 27.55 1-3 he gills filaments
Diplodus vulgaris Sparidae 83 37 | 44.57 5-12 the gill filaments,
mouth cavity
Pagellus erythrinu Sparidae 77 18 | 23.37 2-3 he gills filaments
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