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WRITING ERRORS COMMITTED BY SECOND YEAR
STUDENTS IN ENGLISH DEPARTMENT,ARTS COLLEGE AT
ELMERGIB UNIVERSITY

Prepared by Abdulsalam Hamed Omar Altoumi
ABSTRACT

This study is conducted to investigate the common errors in English
writing committed by English Language students who study at
Elmergib University in Alkhoms. The participants are in the second
year. They were 20 female students. The research method used in
the present study was a test conducted for the participants to write a
paragraph.

The data were gathered and analyzed and all errors were
categorized into different categorization. The findings of the current
study revealed that the participants committed several errors such as
spelling, wrong use of prepositions, using singular and plural forms
errors. The most frequent error type is improper use of punctuation,
while the least frequent error type is a wrong word order. Lack of
English writing practice, negative interference, overgeneralization
and the difference between the mother tongue and the target
language are the main causes of these errors.

.1 Introduction

Nowadays English Language is the most important language in
the world. It is an international language. English language consists
of four skills. Writing is one of the four skills. Learners should be
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exposed to writing and the other skills to successfully learn English
Language. Learners may face some difficulties when they are trying
to write in English Language. Consequently, their writing is full of
mistakes. This research will show the errors committed by English
Language students at EImergib University and how to avoid them.

1.2 Statement of the problem

Writing is a productive, active and expressive skill. Writing is a
complicated process. It is a difficult skill to acquire. Murcia and
Olshtain (2001) claim that writing skill requires a high level of
language control, problem solving form, generating ideas, planning,
goal setting, monitoring and assessing what has been produced.
Therefore, written production is one of the most difficult tasks for
many ESL\EFL learners. Students commit different types of errors.

1.3 Research questions

The present study aims to answer the following research
questions:

1. What are the types of writing errors committed by Elmergib
University -English Language students?

2. How frequent do writing errors occur in the students' written
paragraphs?

1.4 The hypothesis

778



(2019 Gasw) 18 ) LYY o glal) as

The main reason that makes students make mistakes in their English
writing is their first language. The interference between Arabic
Language and English Language.

1.5 The significance of the study

It is important to understand the learners' problems in writing skill
in order to improve the quality of second or foreign language
writing. This research is important for both teachers and students. It
will enable the teacher to be aware of the errors committed by
students. Teachers can warn students about these errors before
asking them to write and students should try to avoid them.

1.6 The scope of the study

Errors committed by second year English Language students at
Elmergib University in writing paragraphs.

1.7 Definition of terms

To have a better understanding of the significant terms of the study,
the following are defined literally and operationally.

1. Writing: is a sequence of letters, words, or symbols marked on
a surface (Oxford Dictionary, 2016).

2. Common: occurring frequently or habitually; usual. Widely
known or frequently encountered; ordinary. Seen or happening
often, quite, normal or usual (Dictionary of English Language,
2011).
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3. An error: is an action which is inaccurate or incorrect. In some
usages, an error is synonymous with a mistake (Free encyclopedia,
2016).

4. EFL: abbreviation foe English as a foreign language. English
taught to people who need to learn it for studies or their career and
who do not live in an English-speaking country (Macmillan
Dictionary, 2010).

5 EFL: abbreviation for English as a second language. The
teaching of English to people who speak a different language and
who live in a country where English is the main spoken language.
(Merriam Webster Learner's Dictionary,2016).

2. METHODOLOGY
2.1 Research design

The study aims at knowing the types and the frequency of
writing errors committed by Elmergib English Language students.
In this study, quantitative research design will be used for data
analysis to obtain reliable and valid results.

2.2 Research method

The method used to collect the data is testing. The main source
of data used to answer the research questions is the written
paragraph test. Students were asked to write a paragraph about an
optional topic in order to test their writing.

2.3 Participants
780
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The participants are 20 female students who study English
Language at Elmergib University. They are in the second year.
Their ages range from 18 to 22 years.

3. LITERATURE REVIEW
3.1 Background of the study

Many researches have been conducted to investigate the
common English writing errors committed by students.

Sibwa (1987) investigated the causes of syntactic errors in
English essays among Taiwan University Students. The results of
the study showed that the predominant error among male students
were prepositions, pronouns and tense. The most predominant error
type for female students was prepositions.

Fadi Alkasawneh (2003) investigated writing errors committed
by Ajloun National University students. The results of the study
showed that the most frequent error type was "wrong use of
articles"; while the least frequent performed error was "irregular
verb".

Mural & Khalil (2015) investigated English writing errors
committed by Arab learners who live in Israel. The findings of the
study revealed that the participants committed four types of errors in
varying degrees; they are errors in content and organization,
vocabulary, language use and mechanism. The most frequent error
type is language use.
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This type of errors consists of word order, negation, copula and
auxiliary omission, subject\verb agreement and prepositions. The
causes of these errors attributed to interlingual factor i.e. negation
transfer of interference and overgeneralization. Neither gender nor
age played any important role in this study.

Zawaherh(2012) investigated writing errors committed by tenth-
grade students who study at Ajloun governate schools in Jordan.
The results the study showed that the most dominant error among
tenth-grade students in Ajloun Schools was the lack of agreement
between the subject and the main verb. Also, the results of the study
suggested that the cause of students writing errors might be
attributed to Arabic interference.

3.2 Definition of a paragraph

A paragraph is a short part of a text, consisting of at least one
sentence and beginning on a new line. It usually deals with a single
event, description, idea, etc. (Cambridge Advanced Learner's
Dictionary,2008, P.1030). A paragraph is a group of sentences that
fleshes out a single idea. In order for a paragraph to be effective, it
must begin with a topic sentence, have sentences that support the
main idea and maintain a consistent flow (Monmouth
University,2013,P.2).A paragraph is a piece of writing that consists
of one or more sentences (Paragraph Structure, 2011).A paragraph
is a group of related sentences about a single topic. The topic of a
paragraph is one, and only one idea (Oshima & Hogue, 2006,p2.).

3.3 Definition of writing
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Writing is a group of letters or symbols written or marked on a
surface as a means of communicating ideas by making each symbol
stand for an idea, concept, or thing by using each symbol represent a
set of sounds grouped into syllables (syllabic writing), or by
regarding each symbol as corresponding roughly or exactly to each
of the sounds in the language (English Dictionary,1919).

Byrne (1996) defined writing as encoding of a certain massage or
idea through writing it in a shape of a sequence of sentences put
together in a systematic way.

Writing is a method of representing language in visual or tactile
form. Writing systems use sets of symbols to represent the sounds
of speech, and may also have symbols for such things as
punctuation and numerals. (Ominglo,2000).

Writing is a mental process which includes generating ideas,
writing these ideas for evaluation purpose and good writing must
include a sufficient knowledge of grammatical rules, lexical items
and logical connections. (Fadi Alkhasawneh, 2003).

3.4 Common writing errors

There are many common writing errors committed by students
all over the world. These errors are discourse, organization,
cohesion and paragraphing (Al-Hazmi & Scholfield,2007).Chen
(2002) stated that vocabulary and grammar are problem areas in
writing. Grammar is the main concern in writing competency.
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A wrong verb form, prepositions, spelling and punctuation errors
were of the highest errors in students’ writing (Masanjya & Lozada,
2009). Subject\verb agreement and run-on sentences are
the common errors in writing (University of Alaska).

3.5 Benefits of error analysis

Crystal (1999,P.108) defines error analysis in language teaching
and learning as "the study of the unacceptable forms produced by
someone learning a language, especially a foreign language."

Error analysis is significant for all the parts involved in learning
process (Kwok, 1998). Corder (1974) affirms the importance of
identifying errors committed by second or foreign language
learners.Corder (1974, P.125) states that the study of errors is one of
the process of language learning.

4. PRESENTATION OF DATA

Data are collected. Students wrote paragraphs in English so
during writing test, they committed various types of writing errors
in varying degrees. This section presents the collected data, analyzes
it and discusses the findings of the current study.

4.1 Data collection

This section presents the types of writing errors committed by
second year English Language students at EImergib University and
the frequency of these errors.
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4.1.1 Types of writing errors committed by English Language
students at Almergeb University

This section presents the results which aim to give answer to the
first research question: What are the types of writing errors
committed by English Language students at Elmergib University
when they are writing English paragraphs?

Table 1 shows the types of writing errors committed by students.

NO. Types of writing errors
1 Punctuation errors
2 Wrong use of articles
3 Spelling errors
4 Wrong use of prepositions
5 Singular and plural forms errors
6 Verb tense errors
7 Fragments
8 Conjunctions errors
9 Subject\verb agreement errors
10 Pronouns errors
11 Adjectives and adverbs errors
12 Wrong use of vocabulary
13 Word order errors

4.1.2 Frequency of writing errors committed by students

This section presents the results which aim to answer the second
research question: How frequent do writing errors occur in students
written paragraphs?
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Table 2 shows the frequency of writing errors committed by
students

NO. | Types of writing | Frequency | Percentage
errors
1 | Punctuation errors | 60 27%
2 |Wrong use of|31 14%
articles
3 | Spelling errors 25 11%
4 |Wrong use of|22 10%
prepositions
5 | Singular and plural | 16 7%
forms errors
6 | Verb tense errors 14 6%
7 | Fragments 11 5%
8 | Conjunctions errors | 11 5%
9 | Subject\verb 9 4%
agreement errors
10 | Pronouns errors 9 4%
11 | Wrong use of |8 4%
vocabulary
12 | Adjectives and | 4 2%
adverbs errors
13 | Word order errors | 2 1%
Total e, 222 % 100

4.2 Data analysis

Table 1 shows the types of writing errors committed by second
year English Language students which are punctuation and
capitalization errors, wrong use of articles, spelling errors, wrong

786



(2019 Gasw) 18 ) LYY o glal) as

use of prepositions, singular and plural errors, verb tense errors,
fragments, conjunctions errors, subject/verb agreement errors,
pronouns errors, wrong use of vocabulary, adjectives and adverbs
errors and word order errors.

Table 2 shows the frequency of writing errors committed by
students. Students' errors are grammatical errors, mechanical errors
and usage errors.

The most frequent error category is the grammatical errors.
More than half of the errors is grammatical errors which include
articles, prepositions, subject/verb agreement, word order, verb
tense, singular and plural forms, pronouns, adjectives and adverbs
errors.

The percentage of grammatical errors is 58%. The most frequent
grammatical error type is wrong use of articles. Students face
difficulties in dealing with articles. This happens as a result of the
mother tongue which is Arabic Language. Arabic Language has
different articles' rules and this makes students confused. Lack of
knowledge of second language structure is another reason behind
students' errors.

Wrong use of prepositions forms 10% of the total errors.
Students think in their mother tongue then they translate their
mother tongue then they translate their ideas into English Language.
This is another problem area. Arabic Language is not the same as
English Language.
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One of these errors is | go to home to my home at 2:00 p.m. The
reason behind such an error related to Arabic transfer of mother
tongue rules.

Singular and plural forms errors form 7% of the total errors. It is
followed by fragments errors with 6%. Conjunctions errors and
subject\ verb agreement errors percentage are 5% and 4% for
pronouns errors. They are followed by adjectives and adverbs errors
with 2%. The least frequent error type is word order errors with 1%.

Mechanical errors discuss errors related to orthography (spelling)
errors and punctuation errors. Mechanical errors form 38% of the
total errors. Punctuation and capitalization errors are the
predominant error with 27%. It is followed by spelling errors with
11%.

Usage error is a word or a string of words in a sentence that is
grammatically possible, but not usual in Standard English. Usage
errors which include wrong use of vocabulary form 4% of the total
errors.

The results of the study revealed that the most frequent error
type among second year English language students is improper
punctuation and capitalization, while the least frequent error type is
wrong word error.

4.3 Discussion

The present study aimed at investigating writing errors
committed by Elmergib University students when they write
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English paragraphs. The results revealed that students' top four
errors are punctuation and capitalization errors, wrong use of
articles, spelling errors and wrong use of prepositions. Total of sixty
errors were committed in the use of punctuation and capitalization.
Using more than one kind of punctuation in a sentence is hard to
discern since punctuation is used in a particular situation according
to Adelsein and Pival (1984).

Thirty-one are the total errors in the use of articles. Twenty-five
errors are in spelling. Spelling is one of the most sensitive aspects of
language development because the students need more exposure to
the language before decoding the correct spelling (HerarldTaylor,
1998). It suggests that the students who got high errors need to be
more exposed and familiar with more words adding to their
vocabulary.

Twenty-two errors were committed in the use of prepositions.
Negative transfer and translation from the mother tongue into the
target language make students commit errors in prepositions.

Sixteen errors were committed in the use of singular and plural
forms and fourteen errors for verb tenses. The difference between
spoken English and written English is one of the reasons that make
students commit errors in writing sentences. Spoken English is
characterized by short sentences, single words, ellipsis and
fragments. On the other hand, written English follows the
grammatical rules and it is formal. This is why students wrote
eleven fragments in their writing. Conjunctions and fragments are
the same in the number of the performed errors.

789



(2019 Gasw) 18 ) LYY o glal) as

Pronouns and subject\verb agreement errors are nine errors for
each type. Errors committed in the use of vocabulary are eight
errors. It is followed by four errors committed in the use of
adjectives and adverbs. The least frequent error type is word order
errors with two errors.

The present study revealed that lack of knowledge of second
language structure, interference and lack of practicing target
language writing are the main reasons behind second year English
language students' errors.

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

This section presents the conclusion and recommendations based on
the findings of the study.

5.1 Conclusion

The current study aimed at investigating the types and frequency
of writing errors committed by second year English language
students at Elmergib University. The findings of the present study
revealed that students committed several writing errors which were
basically mechanical and grammatical errors. Improper punctuation,
wrong use of articles, spelling errors and wrong use of prepositions
are the common errors in students' writings. The students faced
difficulties in writing paragraphs. They have problems with the
grammatical structures. This study has shed light on the importance
of knowing common writing errors. This study showed that students
lack knowledge of the second or foreign language structure.
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Negative interference and overgeneralization are other problem
areas for students.

Improper use of punctuation is the most frequent error type in
students written paragraphs, while the least performed error type is
word order errors

5.2 Recommendations
1. Teachers should warn students about these errors.

2. Teachers should always ask students to write English Language
paragraphs about various topics.

3. Teachers should correct students' writings and they should give
students corrective and constructive feedback.

4. Teachers should develop students' knowledge about English
Language grammar.

5. Students should have good knowledge about the second language
and about the difficulties that face students in order to overcome
these difficulties.

6. Students should try to avoid translation from Arabic Language to
English Language, so negative interference does not occur in their
writings.
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