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HOW IMPORTANCE IS WORD AND SENTENCE STRESS IN SPOKEN

ENGLISH
Naser Abdulkareem Mohammed
Department of English, Faculty of Education- Surman, Sabratha University
drnasser70@gmail.com

Abstract: This study aimed to investigate the importance of “The word and sentence stress in
spoken English”, compared to other languages, and also how and when the speaker could put the
stress and the difference between stressing and unstressing.

Sentence stress is something like the music of spoken English. Also, stress is what gives
English its rhythm or tone to the syllables and words. Like word stress, sentence stress can help
you to understand spoken English, especially when speaking fast. It is an accent on certain words
within a sentence. A typical English utterance is marked with a sentence stress, that is, a
prominence on one word or syllable that is greater than other lexical stresses in the clause or
utterance. This stress consists of a pitch prominence that demarcates the into national phrase. An
optimality theory analysis of sentence stress is presented here, which integrates insights from the
generative and applied linguistic approaches under one framework. Sentence stress is explained
in terms of the interactions between prosodic structure, stress, syntax and information structure,
that is, stress assignment on the main focus or most prominent information. The constraints and
interaction can explain some stress types that are not handled so well by traditional generative
approaches, and also address some stress patterns and linguistic structures that functional
accounts do not address. The optimality framework can explain this interface of different
linguistic domains, and this interface can better explain. So, in English sentences, stress, word
stress is your magic key to understanding spoken English. Native speakers of English use the
word stress naturally. The word stress is so natural for them that they do not even know they use
it . The research studies the role played by stress and rhythm in English. The effect of stress on the
phonetic realization of segments, the morphological and syntactic function of elements and the
structuring of information in the sentences are considered. English rhyme is studied and the
factors that contribute to maintaining a regular stress-timed rhyme are presented. Also, when
learners are acquiring another language, they face a number of problems as every language is
where sentence clauses or utterances typically contain older or topical information, and a set of
newer information.

Introduction

The program of my research is to give a general introduction to our topic, which is word and
sentence stress in spoken language. English teaching practice, the study of pronunciation,
basically concentrates on the segmental aspects of English; the practice of phoneme contrasts and
phoneme sequences. The practice of English stress and rhythm has been traditionally much
elected despite the existence of a number of descriptions in an English teaching framework of
English word stress, sentences stress and rhythm and practice materials. Appropriate stress and
rhythmic patterns are more important for intelligibility than the correct pronunciation of segments
in English. Stress and rhythm are superpassant aspects that give the overall shape to the word or
sequence. If easy intelligibility is to be achieved, it is important to give words inappropriate
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accentual and rhythmic patterns. Make the word unintelligible not only because the misplaced
main stress distorts the shape of the word, but also because there is no stressing of the other
syllables with the consequent phonetic reductions. The inappropriate pronunciation of a single
word, however, is not vital for intelligibility, since in most cases the right form of the word can
be reconstructed from the context. This issue becomes more important in the phrases, unstressed
syllables and unaccented grammatical words, and a serious loss of intelligibility results. Thus, the
sentences you should have come to the library are less easy to understand when pronounced.
English sentences typically bear at least one greater stress prominence sentence known as a
sentence stress (or nuclear accent), which is heavier than other lexical and phrasal stress.
Sentence stress typically marks the flow of new information in the individual sound and has a
good command of grammar. Additionally, Hill (1994) believes that composition becomes
difficult without using the correct stress pattern. The word in a sentence which needs to be
stressed mainly depends on the surroundings, which leads to the meaning as well as good
command for pronouncing the individual words. In the light of this information, the purpose of
this study is to underline the sentence stress problem of the ELT teachers and draw attention to its
reasons. Sentence stress is an accent on certain words within a sentence and it is the key
component of English intonation. Intonation organizes words into sentences.

So, | have divided our study into three main points:

I have started my study with the most important question: what is the word and sentence stress?
Then, | discussed the purpose of the research, which is the importance of word and sentence
stress ( Why word and sentence stress is important ) .

Also, | have discussed the most important reasons for using stress in English, and some rules for
using stress and where we can put it? , to avoid the misunderstanding caused by the wrong use of
stress . After that, | gave some rules that could help the speaker to talk in the correct way.

At the end, | have moved to the last point in my paper, which is stressing and unstressing. What
is the difference between stressing and unstressing , stress and rhythm in English , stressing and
meaning and stressing and tempo?

Research statement

Word and sentence stress is very important in the English language, especially in the spoken
oneEnglish words always have one part (syllable) that is stressed more strongly than others, this
is called the primary stress. Correct primary stress helps the listener to understand your speech.

If you slightly mispronounce a word, but the primary stress is correct, you can often
communicate it’s meaning. So, stress is important, especially for words you use often. My
research has discussed the importance of word and sentence stress in the spoken language.
Research objective

- This research aimed to find out the importance of word and sentence stress in spoken language.
- The research investigated why word and sentence stress is important.

- This research is discusses how and wherewe can use the word stress in our speech in general.

- This research also studied the difference between stressing and unstressing words.

Research questions

- Why is the word stress important?

- Where do | put stress?

- What is the difference between stressing and unstressing words in English language?
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The significance of the research

This research focused on the importance of word and sentences stress in spoken language and
differences between stress in English language and other languages, also how can we distinguish
the stress word or the stress pattern.

What is word and sentencestress?

Word and sentence stress kind of stress that actually helps us understand. This other kind of
stress is an accent that we make on certain syllables and words when speaking English.

In some languages, for example: Japanese, people say each syllable with equal force. But, in
English, and some other languages, we put a big force (stress) on some syllables and no force on
other syllables or words. This can make it difficult for speakers of other languages to understand
English that is spoken quickly. Of course, for native speakers it is not difficult - in fact, stress
actually helps native speakers understand each other. So, it is very important.

I wrote here about WORD STRESS (stress on a syllable inside a word) and SENTENCE
STRESS (stress on words inside a sentence).

What is word stress?

Is like a golden key to speaking and understanding English.

If you do not already know about word stress, you can try to learn about it. This is one of the best
ways for speakers to understand spoken English - especially English spoken fast.

For instance: photograph, photographer and photographic.

Do they sound the same when spoken?

No. Because ONE syllable in each word is STRESSED (stronger than the others).

. PHOtograph

. phoTOgrapher » photoGRAPHic

This happens in ALL words with 2 or more syllables: TEACHer, JaPAN, CHINa, aBOVE,
converSAtion, INteresting, imPORtant, deMAND, etCETera, etCETera, etCETera

The syllables that are not stressed are "weak" or "small” or "quiet”. Native speakers of English
listen for the STRESSED syllables, not the weak syllables. If you use word stress in your speech,
you will instantly and automatically improve your pronunciation and your comprehension.

Two important rules about word stress:

1. One word, one stress.

2. The stress is always on a vowel.

What is sentences stress?

Do we say every word with the same stress or force?

No. We make the important words BIG and the unimportant words small.

What are the important words in this sentence?

WANT and GO:

. We WANT to GO.

. We WANT to GO to WORK

. . We DON'T WANT to GO to WORK.

. We DON'T WANT to GO to WORK at NIGHT

Why word stress is important in English?

Word stress is not used in all languages. Some languages, Japanese or French for example,
pronounce each syllable with equal em_pa_sis. Other languages, English for example use word
stress.
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Word stress is not an optional extra that you can add to English language if you can add to the
English language if you want. It is part of the language English speakers use word stress to
communicate rapidly and accurately, even in difficult condition. If, for example you do not hear a
word clearly, you can still understand the word because of the position of the stress.

Stress is present at the word level and at the sentences level. Every word said in isolation has a
stress, word stress has a fixed distribution, it is a lexical feature of the word and consequently
word stress is related to the lexicon. English stress is a distribution features in a word. If stress
changes meaning might change example 'present, to pre'sent. Recent work in generation
phonology has stated rules for predicting stress assignment in words based on.

Also,stress is very important to knowing how to properly pronounce words in English language.
In the English language, word stress deals with syllables involved in each word. Most English
words will have one syllable said louder than the other syllables.

This is very confusing for many speakers since most speakers can not remember which syllable is
stressed in a particular vocabulary word, moreover when suffixes are added to the vocabulary
words, speakers become even more confused.

As a result,we would like to give a few hints for the speakers to follow when it comes to word
stress for word that include suffixes .

In English suffixes cause word stress to change among the various syllables of a word depending
on what the suffixes is : For example : you may have a suffix to be stressed , on the other hand
you may have a suffix that make the second syllable before the suffix to be stressed . Still, you
may have suffixes that are stressed in the word.

The most important reasons for using stress in English

Some reasons about why stress is important in a part of speech:

1 Native speakers rely on stress to process what they hear and use it to identify words.

2_ Word stress affected the sound of the vowels in the word.

3_ Learners who know where to stress words are more confident in speaking and reading
English.

4 Miscommunication between non_native speakers and native speakers of English can be the
result of incorrect word stress patterns by the non_native speakers.

5_ Knowing about words stress helps learners to identify words when listening.

6_ Knowing the stress patterns of words can help you remember the pronunciation of new.

7_ Knowing about word stress helps learners to identify words listening.

8 Knowing the stress patterns of words can help you remember the pronunciation of new words.
9 _Knowing stress rules will help you pronounce new words that you come across.

10 _ Once you know which syllable to stress in a word, it will be much easier to apply vowel
reduction.

The importance of English Rhythm

There is something called rhythm or tone in English language and it is very important in spoken
language. Speech , as with all bodily movement such as breathing , walking , heart beat , etc, is
highly rhythmical : it tends to have a regular beat , but what marks the beat differ is various
languages .

Examples:

Pike distinguished the kinds of rhythm in languages. Syllable — timed rhythm , where syllables
tend to occur at regular intervals of time and consequently all syllables tend to have the same

http://tarbawej.elmergib.edu.ly 661



ﬁ $g2 Al e )
/ Journal of Educational 1.63 gl 8L Jolao
L , ISSN: 2011- 421X 22 suall
S Arcif Q3

length (e.g. Spanish and French ) and stress-timed rhyme , where stressed syllable tend to occur
at regular interval . That means that the syllables might vary in length since there might be a
varying number of syllables between stresses. English is a stressed — timed language. In the
following Spanish sentence syllable have the same length and occur at regular intervals:

'Quie'ro 'que 'ven'gas 'al 'me'di'c ‘con'mi‘'go 'ma'na’na

In the equivalent English sentences, syllables vary in length but stressed new.

I' want you to ‘come with me to the ‘doctors' ‘tomorrow.

In English rhyme is organized into feet (Abercrombie 1964 ) . The sentence begins with the
stressed syllable and includes all the unstressed syllable up to the next stress where a new
sentence begins. The above English sentences have four stresses and consequently four phrases.
Using slashes to indicate phrase boundary we could represent feet as followers:

| /'want you to / ‘come with me to the / 'doctors' 'to / 'morrow.

The beat at the beginning of the sentence might be silent; we mark this silent beat with a caret (.).
No language is purely stressed — timed or syllable — timed but tends to behave more like one or
the other pattern.

Delattreargues that German for instance, takes a position midway between English and Spanish
with respect to rhythm.

Catalan seems to be a similar case . Rhythm is also tempo dependent The faster the speech , the
more stressed — timed the rhythm (Angenot et al.)

Thus, Spanish or Portuguese, said to be syllable — timed language , become more stressed — timed
when spoken at a fast rate , although vowels keep their distinctive quality . Thus, the following
Spanish and Brazilian Portages sentences uttered at a fast speaking rate might result in a rhythmic
pattern basically stressed — determined.

The basic difference between syllable — timed language ( such as Spanish ) and stressed — timed
language (such as English ) are :

Syllable timed:

o Weak vowel reduction.

Simple syllable structure.

Proportional effect tempo.

Absence of secondary stress.

Metrical system of a syllable type.

Stressed timed:

Strong vowel reduction.

Complex syllable structure.

Non_propotional effect tempo.

Presence of secondary stress.

o Material system of an accentual type.

1/ In languages as Spanish unstressed vowels suffer a weak vowel reduction since every syllable
is allotted virtually the same amount of time to be produced. In English unstressed syllable have
little time to be produced in order to keep the rhythmic beat on the stressed syllable. Thus , there
Is a strong reduction in vowel quality due to undershoot phenomenon in the short time allotted for
the pronunciation of unstressed vowels the articulators do no achieve the vowel target , resulting
in the centralized vowel [i,u].
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2 / the reduction and subsequent elision of unstressed vowel have resulted in a language amount
of consonants clusters and a complex syllable structure in English.

3/ In, English speaking rate (fast vs. slow speech ) does not effect the duration of stressed and
unstressed syllable proportionally . In Spanish, speaking rate effect on the duration of stressed
and unstressed vowels is roughly the same.

4 | stress-timed language tend to have secondary stress in words (or to introduce rhythmical
stressed in longer sequences) to avoid long sequences of unstressed syllable and to keep the
rhythmic beat.

In English no stressed syllable in a word can be preceded by more than two unstressed syllable in
succession, a secondary stress is introduced (e . g clarifi 'cation , re,consider'ration , varia'bility ).
After the stressed syllable there may be up to thee unstressed syllable, but only in words with
certain suffixes ( e .g ad'ministrative , condidancy ) .

5/ In syllable — timed language the syllable occurs at roughly intervals of time and the syllable is
the rhythmical unit inverse thus , Spanish verse is referred to as 'octosyllable , decasyllable ,etc.) .
In stressed — timed language it is the stress which occur regularly and the metric system is based
on the foot ( thus, English verse is referred to as iambic , trochee , anapest , etc , which after to
different stress pattern of the foot ) .

Where do | put stress?

There are some rules about which syllable to stress , but the best way to learn is to experience ,
listen carefully to spoken English and to try to develop a feeling for the ( music ) of the language.
When you learn a new word you should learn it is stress pattern if you keep a vocabulary book,
make a note to show which syllable is stressed.

If you do not know, you can look in the dictionary.

All dictionaries give the phonetic spelling of a word. This, is where they show which syllable is
stressed usually with an apostrophe ' just before or after the stressed syllable .

In English language there is something called intonation, means you should produce some sounds
longer than others. English sentences should have a rhythm.

In some languages each syllable in each word is pronounced with the exact same stress. English
is not one of these languages. English has it is own rhyme. Complete with it is own vocal music.
This means that one part of a certain word is said louder and longer than other parts of the same
word.

It is something that is completely natural for English speakers , but something ESL speakers can
learn from learning the correct way to pronounce new words , practicing their conversational
skills and by learning the rules for using word stress , also to communicate clearly when you are
speaking in English . It is important to stress the correct syllable in each word and pronouncing
are syllable of a multisyllabic word with greater emphasis (stress) than the other syllable in the
word.

When a word has more than one syllable, not all syllables are pronounced with the same degree
of force. The syllable which is pronounced with greater force is called the stressed syllable.

When speaking it is important to put the stress on the correct syllable, otherwise, it would sound
understand, and might even be difficult to understand.
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Mistakes in word stress are a common cause ofmisunderstanding in English because of
many reasons:

_ Stressing the wrong syllable in a word can make the word very difficult to hear and understand,
for instance the following words:

B'tellhottle

And now in a sentences

| carried the b’ tell to the hottle.

If I reverse the stress patterns for the two words and | have to be able to make sense of the
sentences.

| carried the bottle to the hotel.

Stressing a word differently can change the meaning or type of the word :

They will desert* the desert **by tomorrow

Desert*  desert **

Even the speaker can be understood, mistakes with word stress can make the listener feel
irritated, or perhaps even amused, and could prevent good communication from taking place.
When we stress syllables in words we use a combination of different features.

Experimental now with the word (computer) say it out loud if. listen to yourself .

The second syllable of the three is stressed, so the listener can hear the stress.

_ A stressed syllable combine five features:

_Itis longer com p u ter

_Itis LOUDER com PUT er

_ It has a changer in pitch from the syllable coming before and after words.

The pitch of a stressed syllable is usually higher.

_ It is said more clearly the vowel sound is purer. Compare the first and last vowel sounds with
stressed sound.

_it uses longer facial movement, look in the mirror when you say the word, look at your jaw and
lip in particular.

There are some rules can help the speaker to use the stress correctly and speak natively:
o One word has only one stress

One word cannot have two stresses, if you hear two stresses means you hear two words.

Two stresses cannot be one word. It is true that there can be a “secondary “stress in some words,
but a secondary stress is much smaller than the main

(primary) stress , and it is only used in long words .

o We can only stress vowels, not consonants.

The vowels in Englishare"a,e,i,oandu".

The consonants are all other letters.

There are many exceptions to the rules

The word stress rules in English are complicated; there are exceptions to every rule.

o The most common rules in English:

1 _two syllable nouns and adjectives:

In most two syllable nouns and adjectives, the first syllable takes on the stress.

Example:

http://tarbawej.elmergib.edu.ly 664



\/’\ S92 dloxe ;
| ‘ Journal of Educational 1.63 gl 8L Jolao
L, ISSN: 2011- 421X 22 suall
S Arcif Q3

SAMples
CARton
PURple
RAIny
CHlIna
HAPpy
2_ two syllable verbs and preposition:
In most two syllable verbs and preposition, the stress is on the second syllable.
Examples:
reLAX
reCEIVE
diRECT
beTWEEN
deCIDE
# more about word stress on two syllable words .
_about 80% of two syllables words get their stress on the first syllable.
_ there are , of course exceptions to this rule , but very few nouns and adjective get stressed on
their second syllable .
_ verbs and preposition usually get stress placed on the second syllable but there are exceptions
to this too .
# there are many two syllable words in English that can be pronounced in two different ways.
The stress change also changes the part of speech of the word.
Example:
- PREsent = a gift (houn): non past or future (adjective).
PreSENT = to give something to someone (verb).
Object = something you can see and touch (noun).
ObJECT = to disagree with something (verb).
_three syllable words
For three syllable words, look at the word ending (the suffix) using the following as your guide.
4 _word ending iner ly.
For three syllable words ending with the suffixes er or ly , the stress is placed on the first syllable.
Example :
ORderly
SlLently
LOVingly
Manger
GARdener
Easier
5 _words ending in consonants and in y.
If there is a word that ends in a consonant or | y then the first syllable usually gets the stress.
Example:
RAPiIty
OPTimal
GARdient

w
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Genorous

6_ words with various endings

There is a list of suffixes below (suffixes are word endings).
The stress should be on the syllable right before the suffix.

This applies to words of all syllable langths.

Examples:

A —able :ADDable , DURable , LAUGHable .

B_ial :differENTial , SOCial , finNANCial .

C_ cian :muSICian , phySICAian , cliNIcian .

D_ery :BAKery, SCEnery .

E_ian :coMEDian, ciVILian, techNIician .

F_ic:arCHic, plaTOnic , characterRISTic .

G_ics :diaBETics , paediATrics , Topics .

H_ion :classifiCAtion , repoSiltion , vegeTAtion .

|_ia: Media, bacTERia, vicTORIa .

J_ient :inGREdient , PATient , ANCient .

K_ious :mySTERIous , reLIGious , VARIous .

L_ish :SELfish , ENGLish , PUNish .

M_osis :hypNosis , diagNosis , 0SMosis .

7_words ending in ade , ee, ese, que , etteoon words that use the suffix ade , ee , ese , eer, que,
ette or oon have the primary stress actually placed on the suffix .
This applies to words of all syllable lengths.

Examples:

A _ade :lemoNADE , cruSADE , arCADE .

B_ee:a GREE, jamborEE , guarnTEE .

C_ eer :SightSEERN , puppertEER .

D_ese :siamESE , japanESE , chEESE .

E ette :cassETTE , corvETTE , towelETTE .

F_que :unlQUE , physIQUE .

G_oon :balOON , afterNOON , carTOON .

8 stress on the second form the end syllable .

I can put the stress on the second syllable from the end of the word with words endings in ic,sion,
and tion .

Examples:

icONic

GRAphic

hyperTENSsion

teleVISion

nuTRIion

reveLAtion

# native English speakers do not always agree on where to place the stress on a word .
For instance: some people pronounce word (television) as a TELevision while others say
teleVISion.
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9_stress on the third from end syllable you put stress on the third from end syllable with words
thatend incy ,ty, phy, gy, andal.
Examples:
deMOcracy
geOGraphy
ALlergy
NAVtical
CLAvrity
CRitial
10_ word stress on compound words:
A_ compound noun
A compound noun is a houn made out of two nouns that form one word.
In a compound noun, the most stress is on the stressed syllable of the first word.
Example:
SEAfood( sea + food )
ICEland( ice + land )
TOOTHpaste( tooth + paste )
BASKETball( basket + ball)
B_ compound adjective
A compound adjective is an adjective made of at least two words.
Often , hyphens are used in compound adjective .
In compound adjective, the most stresses is placed in the stressed syllable of the second word.
Example:
Ten Meter
Rock SOLid
Fifteen MINute
Old Fashioned
C_ compound verbs
A compound verb is when a subject has two or more verbs.
The stress is on the second or on the last part.
Examples:
Ahmed loves bread but deTESTS bultter.
Sarah baked cookies and ATE them up.
Dogs love to eat bones and love to DRINK water.
D_ noun + compound noun
Noun + compound nouns are two word compound nouns.
In noun + compound noun, the stress is on the fist word.
Examples:
AIR PLANE mechanic
PROject manger
BOARD member
11_proper nouns are specific names of people, places or things.
For instance: Jeniffer , Spain , Google .
The second word is always the one that takes the stress.
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Examples:

North DAKOTA

Mr . SMITH

AppleINCORPARATED

12_ reflexive pronouns

Reflexive pronouns show that the action affects the person who preforms the action.

Example:

I hit myself

The second syllable usually takes the stress.

Example:

MySELF

TheSELVES

OurSELVES

13 NUMBERS

If the number is multiple of ten, the stress is placed on the first syllable.

Examples:

Ten

FIFty

ONE hundred

Stressing and unstressing

What is the difference between stressing and unstressing words?

The physical correlates of stress are pitch , duration and loudness . Experimental evidence (fry,
duration, and intensity). Bolinger, Lieberman, sole' shows the interrelation of these three
parameters in the production and perception of stress. The pitch of stressed vowels is usually
higher than that of understand vowels. Nevertheless, a syllable with a lower pitch that the rest is
likely to be heard as stressed. Thus, the primary cue for stress perception ( Fry , Experimental ,
Bolinger , Sole' ) , seems to be that the stressed syllable stands out in pitch from the rest .
Stressed vowels also tend to have a longer duration and to be louder than unstressed vowels. In
English there is an extra cue for stress which is vowel quality inpaticular the reduced quality (i,
u ) of unstressed syllable . Thus, stress is a relational feature. A syllable is indentified as stressed
because it is relatively more prominent than the rest. In English , stress is cued not only by how
we use the feature of pitch , duration loudness and vowel quality in the stressed syllable but also
by how these features , are used , in a reduced manner , in background or unstressing syllable .
Thus, Spanish learner should practice reducing un stressing syllable in order to make the stressed
syllable prominent.

Word stress and sentence stress.

Stress is present at the word level and at the sentences level. Every word said in isolation has a
stress. Word stress has a fixed distribution; it is a lexical feature of the word and consequently
word stress is related to the lexicon. English stress is a distinctive features in a word if stress
changes, meaning might change e.g ‘present.

Stress and rhythm in English

To pre'sent . Recent work ingenerative phonology has stated rules for practicing stress
assignment in words based on (1) the simple or complex ( derivative and compounds )
morphological nature of the word .
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(2) the syntactic category of the phonological structure of the syllable ( for a simple account of
these rules see Kriedler 197-218) .

The rules however are complex and have exceptions, so it seems more adequate for the ferrules
of stress assignment and correctly stress mot new words he might learner to learn the stress
pattern of the word when the word is learned (i.e as a lexical feature of the word ) .

As the learner advances in his mastering of English he will be able to abstract the general rules of
stress assignment and correctly stress most new words he might come across.

It seems that one of the ways in which we store words in our mental lexicons according to it is
stress pattern.

Thus, we find it difficult to interpret a word pronounced with the wrong stress pattern; in
processing this word we begin to look up possible words under this wrong stress pattern which
will fit the context , and we might arrive at the wrong interpretation or we might not find an
appropriate word and we may start wondering about the stress pattern. However, the first choice
for interpreting the word is the stressing pattern produced. Other types of evidence for the storage
of words under stress pattern come from experimental research done on tip of the tongue,
phenomena and slips of the tongue.

Tip of the tongue phenomena, that is not being able to remember a given word but having it on
the tip of your tongue show that in some cases speakers might not be able to retrieve a word but
they can tell the stress pattern of the word.

This suggests that in looking for the word they are activating that part of the vocabulary that has
this stress pattern, and that consequently words are stored according to that pattern.

Slips of the tongue or the transposition of two or more sounds show that the most common type
of tongue slip involves the transposition of stressed syllable he was on the nerve of vegeoonus
breakdown instead of he was on the verge of nervous breakdown every word said in isolation has
a stress, however when words are put together in a sentences only some words are stressed.
Sentences stress emphasized the portion of the utterance that is more important for the speaker or
that the speaker wants the listener to concentrate on. Stress in a sentence was no fixed distribution
it is related to semantics.

The words which are likely to be more prominent and to carry as stress in connected speech are
those which are most important for meaning .i.e., content words or lexical words such as nouns
adjectives verbs and adverbs.

Grammatical or function words, such as articles, pronouns, prepositions,auxiliaries and
conjunctions, tend to be unstressed. Thus, in the sentences:

Mary would have liked tia'ttend the 'meeting, the content words Mary , liked ‘attend , meeting
are likely to be stressed and the function words unstressed .

Thus, the function of stress in sentences is to highlight the information _bearing words in the
utterance.

Note that this general rule:

Content words are stressed.

Grammatical words are unstressed.

It does not apply when contrastive or emphatic meaning is intended.

In fact, any word or syllable might be stressed ( in fact , bear the intonational nucleus ) when used
contrastively ( but she was here)

( She had not left ) I said that words was unstressed (not stressed).
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Stressing and meaning

Stressing relates to meaning in a very strong way.

There is no one <right> way of stressing an English sentences.

The choice to stress some words rather than others depends on the context of the message and on
the particular meaning, the speaker wants to convey, consider for instance:

a. I do not think I can 'do it ( you would better ask another person )

b. I do not think I 'can 'do it ( you would better ask another person )

The stressing in these alternative is equally acceptable.

The choice of one or the other pattern depends on the attitude of the to wards some aspects of the
message, for example:

In (b)the speaker sounds less assertive than in (a).

Since stress has the function of signaling to the native speaker the most important words in the
utterance, it is very difficult to understand speech in which every single word is stressed or made
equally prominent, just because no thing is mad prominent.

This is why in English it is very important for intelligibility what you do to the unstressed
syllable to make the stressed syllable those meaningful words.

Stressing and tempo

Another factor that might affect sentences is tempo or speaking rate which is related to speaking
style.

The more careful the style the shower the tempo and the more stresses. The more informal the
style, the faster the tempo and the fewer stresses.

Consider the sentences:

A I would have 'liked to a'ttend the 'meeting.
B. I would have 'liked to attend the 'meeting.
@) Involves a very slow and deliberate speaking rate where as (b) demands a very fast

speaking rate which accounts for the missing stress. In fact the more stresses you have in an
utterance the more weight you are assign to each part of the utterance.

Conclusion

In this paper | have discussed a very significant topic, which is the importance of the words and
sentences stress in the spoken language.The importance of using stress and intonation in spoken
language is very helpful for both speaker and listener to understand each other, because English
is a very difficult language , it is relies on phonetics and sounds , so the learner have to focus on
using stress as native people .

I wrote about the importance of word and sentence stress in general and some differences
between the importance and the use of stress in English and the stress in some other languages,
because word and sentence stress is what gives English its rhythm or tone and can help the
speaker and the listener to understand each other, especially when speaking fast.

This paper studies the role playby stress and rhythm in English. The effect of stress on the
phonetic realization of segments, the morphological and syntactic function of elements and the
structuring of information in the sentences are considered too.

Stress is very important to knowing how to propaply pronounce words in the English language ,
and some rules related to the importance of information while speaking , also where the speaker
can use stress natively and correctly according to some rules and exceptions .
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Last but not least, | studied the differences between stressing and unstressing. Stress is present at
the word level and the sentence level.The word and sentence stress rules in English are
complicated , remember that there are exceptions to every rule .

It is important that you stress the right syllable, so people can hear and understand your words .

Any work on aspect of pronunciation can take a long time to show improvement and be
challenging for both the listener and speaker, but working on word stress can be fun and over
time will help the ESL speaker to be better understood more confident .

Every word said in isolation causes stress.In English, stress occurs at roughly regular intervals of
time, and there all feet tend to be of equal duration.

Then, | moved to search for the relation between stress and meaning. Stress is related to meaning
in a very strong way.

The choice to stress some words rather than others depends on the context of the message and on
the particular meaning.

Finally, stress and tempo are related to stress speaking style.The more careful the style, the
slower the tempo and the stresses, the more informal the style, the faster the tempo and fever
stresses.
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