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Abstract

Since the inscriptions of female and funerary titles on tombstones were a desirable commaodity
for all sects of Islamic society from ladies, they were used to express social values, and carried
symbolic and literal connotations specific to the craft categories, as well as containing religious and
|documentary contents that indicated the social position occupied by the mirror in the Islamic era and in

the Caucasus region during the 12th/18th century in particular, and clarified some aspects of the
General History of women, which was rarely referred to by historical sources or books of General
Social History.

However, the inscriptions of religious and funerary tombstones of women also carried artistic
connotations about the industrial and artisanal methods used in the manufacture, carving and
decoration of tombstones, and shed light on aspects of the general political history accompanying the
military operations and conflicts between countries in which women participated in the Caucasus
alongside men, as evidenced by drawings and inscriptions of tombstones. Written inscriptions are also
a witness to the demographic change in the natures, numbers of the population and their beliefs, as
|evidenced by the inscriptions written on tombstones in the mountains of the North Caucasus country.

In this paper, we refer to some aspects of the social history of women through engraved
symbols, written inscriptions, funerary and registered titles, and evidence of them through the
inscriptions dated during the 12th/18th century to some tombstones from scattered cemeteries from the
North Caucasus.

Key words: The Caucasus; burials; written inscriptions; tombstones; social history; female
surnames.
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