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Abstract

The right of veto that the UN Charter has granted since
1945 to the five permanent members of the Security Council
(United States, Russia, China, Great Britain and France) allows
them to block any resolution that thwarts its interests, even
very indirect. It thus guarantees the paralysis of an
organization which is supposed to promote peace and human
rights but which is powerless to act where the action is most
needed.

The right of veto, on the other hand, seems to have to
resist all contestations. Securely locked by the United Nations
Charter, it could only be called into question if two-thirds of
the members of the General Assembly agreed, especially if the
five members of the Security Council unanimously agreed to
give up privilege. The composition, powers and functioning of
the Security Council have long been the subject of criticism,
including the exorbitant privileges of the five permanent
members. It was suggested to increase their number so that the
Council better reflects the economic, political and military
realities of today's world and make room for countries such as
Germany, Japan or India, which were unable to assert their
rights in 1945. But this would create new tensions without
making any significant change to the problems posed by the
current functioning of the Council. Above all, it would only
amplify abuses related to the use of the veto.
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