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The impact of geographical factors on the spread of leishmaniasis in the area of
Soukalkameas- Alkhoms
Summary:

Many diseases widely spread in Libya especially in certain times of the year. For this
reason, it become a high necessity to be investigated to identify its distribution area
and the factors which cause these diseases. Accordingly, the discipline of medical
geography aims to investigate both the dimensions and the geographical factors
related to human-medical issues and diseases.

Leishmaniasis is on the one of the most widely spread diseases in the area of

the study. According to statistics of Primary Health Care office in 2020, the number
of infected people reached up to 962. Owing to the fact that many people are
reluctant or unwilling to receive medical service. Therefore, it is thought that this
statistics does not represent the actual population of the infected people. In other
words, the actual figures of infections outweigh this, as seen from the results of this
case study.
The current study attempts to investigate the effect of geographical factors on the
spread of diseases and their distribution area. The results show that Leishmaniasis is
highly influenced by environment factors. That is say, the increase in the temperature
rates and relative humidity work as stimulants and create a suitable environment to
female phlebotomine sandflies to reproduce. This increase in the number of infections
can be observed from September after the end of the incubation period.
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